Appl. No. 1 0/07 1 ,726 2060- 1 79 ( 1 920-0003) 

Amdt. dated October 30, 2006 

Reply to Office action of August 8, 2006 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Original) A method of discharging static electricity from a plurality of pipette tips 
held by a plurality of pipettes, the method comprising: 

a. providing a tip rack comprised of an electrically conductive plastic material, the 
tip rack including a face with a plurality of seats formed thereon for holding pipette tips; 

b. removing the plurality of pipette tips from the plurality of pipettes; and 

c. seating the plurality of pipette tips in the plurality of seats such that the static 
electricity deposited on the pipette tips is discharged through the tip rack when the pipette 
tips are contacted with the tip rack. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the static electricity is discharged through 
the tip rack by conducting the static electricity to ground when the pipette tips are 
contacted with the tip rack. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the static electricity is discharged through 
the tip rack by dissipating the static electricity on the surface of the tip rack when the 
pipette tips are contacted with the tip rack. 
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11. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the tip rack includes a one-piece 
conductive outer shell comprising the face, and the tip rack further includes a support 
insert connected to the conductive outer shell such that the support insert is covered by 
the conductive outer shell. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the step of removing the plurality of 
pipette tips from the plurality of pipettes results in the generation of additional static 
electricity on the pipette tips that is discharged through the tip rack when the pipette tips 
are contacted with the tip rack. 

13-32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein static electricity 
discharged through the tip rack is directed to ground. 

34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 8 wherein static electricity 
discharged through the tip rack is dissipated on the electrically conductive plastic 
material. 



35-36. (Cancelled) 
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